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splendid indignation against those who neglected so grossly the
public health. A Newfoundland dog, which has been bathing,
shakes itself indifferently upon the just and the unjust.

TWO   GERMANS

FRAU STRAUCH was a passionate young woman, who married a
respectable schoolmaster much older than herself.* ce I thought
it would be splendid to make him young again, and happy.'*
He had similar plans for reforming her into a good Hausfrau ;
and both schemes failed. Then she met Dr. Friedrich Fitter, a
doctor who, like many of his compatriots, was well on the track
of the Secret of the Universe. He succeeded in being a disciple
both of Nietzsche and Lao-Tse ; and he was separated from his
wife. Frau Strauch at once recognised her destiny. The doctor
had an answer for every difficulty :

One day I hesitantly confessed to Dr. Ritter that I could never
have a child, but he consoled me, saying : " Children are an
extension of the personal into world matter, a postponement of
personal redemption and of the fulfilment of the ultimate duty
laid upon every person to perfect himself." Fatherhood, he said,
was one of the ordinary human joys which he had long since
renounced. I recognised that I, still bound to Earth, must over-
come and sublimate the Ego, ever dominant in woman.

For two years Frau Strauch hung wearily between her husband
and her lover.

In my own home I was still obliged to play the model Hausfrau^
appearing with my husband at social functions wearing evening
dress and high-heeled shoes. With Frederick I was an entirely
different being, even in appearance.... Of all the evil inventions
of modern costume, Frederick disliked most the civilised shoe. He
had a different idea of proper human footwear, and designed for us
both shoes of soft leather without heels, sewn to the shape of the
feet. We often wore these when we went for walks together.

Dr. Ritter wanted to escape from civilisation and live in solitude
upon an island, and "it was my conviction that Dr. Ritter's
experiment as a way of life would lack nobility without a woman."
So they began collecting stores :

* Satan Came to Eden.  By Dora Strauch.